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wish." The Cardinals were touched, and promised
obedience. Then the Holy Father, after a short
prayer, went down into the courtyard by the grand
staircase, by which Napoleon was to come down a
few weeks later to bid his memorable farewell to the
Imperial Guard. The venerable old man, calm and
serene, quietly entered the carriage which was to
carry Mm to his unknown destination; and extend-
ing his arms through the window, gave a last bless-
ing to the few spectators who stood mourning his
departure.

It was when Pius VII. was leaving Fontainebleau
that Napoleon was signing the letters patent con-
ferring the regency upon the Empress. Marie Louise
took her oath before her husband, at a council com-
posed of the French Princes, tlie high officials, and
the Ministers. At that time she was determined to
remain faithful to this oath as sovereign, wife, and
mother. It must be acknowledged that up to the fall
of the Empire she did nothing blameworthy, and that,
though she left Paris, it was with great regret and
in obedience to her husband's formal command. At
this time her attitude was absolutely correct, and in
none of the contemporary Memoirs do we find a word
of criticism of her conduct up to the time of her
husband's abdication.

Later she displayed ingratitude, and a lack of the
devotion which her duty required; but it would be
unjust to hold her responsible for tiu sufferings of